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SUBJECT: MILITARY ALERT IN ZANZIBAR 

1. ZANZIBAR SECURITY FORCES AND TPDF HELD REALISTIC MILITARY 
ALERT EXERCISES LAST NIGHT. I WAS CALLED AT 2130 HOURS LOCAL 
BY MINISTER OF STATE HASSAN NASSOR MOYO, WHO ADVISED ME THAT 
MILITARY EXERCISES WOULD TAKE PLACE "BEFORE THE END OF RAMADHAN 
AND PROBABLY QUITE SOON," AND HIS ADDITIONAL COMMENTS SUGGESTED 
THIS MEANT DURING NIGHT TO COME. 

2. EXERCISE BEGAN AT 0400 LOCAL. DURING EXERCISE ZANZIBARIS 
EMPLOYED ASSORTED SMALL ARMS, PLUS WHAT SOUNDED LIKE MORTARS 
AND RECOILLESS RIFLES. WEAPONS FIRE CONTINUED INTERMITTENTLY 
UNTIL ABOUT 0530, AND BY 0700 ASPECT OF ZANZIBAR TOWN WAS 
VIRTUALLY NORMAL. ALL U.S. PERSONNEL HAD BEEN ADVISED IN 
ADVANCE. CONSULATE IS UNAWARE OF ANY DAMAGE TO LIFE OR PROPERTY 
RESULTING FROM EXERCISE. 

3. COMMENT: RUMORS OF IMPENDING EXERCISE WERE APPARENTLY 
WIDESPREAD HERE THROUGHOUT OCTOBER 23, AND PRESUMABLY FAR FEWER 
PERSONS WERE CAUGHT OFF GUARD THAN DURING SIMILAR EXERCISE IN 
NOVEMBER 1971. MOYO'S SOMEWHAT GUARDED COMMENTS ON TELEPHONE 
LAST NIGHT STRONGLY SUGGESTED CONTINUING ZANZIBAR CONCERN RE 
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THIS YEAR MAY BE EXPECTED TO CARRY THROUGH TO 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
FESTIVITIES. 

MACFARLANE 
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